Gospel Project
Volume 2, Unit 6, Lesson 3: Rules for Sacrifice
Bible Passage: Leviticus
Personal Preparation
The tabernacle was complete. God now had
a place where his glory could dwell without
causing the Israelites to fear death. God had
given his people laws from the mountain,
and he gave them more rules for living and
worshiping him in the tabernacle. These rules
are recorded in the Book of Leviticus. The
reasoning behind Leviticus can be found in
Leviticus 19:2: “Be holy because I, the Lord
your God, am holy.”
In Leviticus 17:11, God set apart the blood of a
creature as the means for making atonement.
This answers the question, “Why did Jesus
have to die?” God’s requirement for the
forgiveness of sins was the shedding of blood:
“According to the law almost everything is
purified with blood, and without the shedding
of blood there is no forgiveness” (Heb. 9:22).
It is important to note a New Testament
revelation about the sin offering. Hebrews
10:4 says, “It is impossible for the blood of
bulls and goats to take away sins.” Then why
did God require people to make sacrifices?
The institution of a sacrifice was to point to
something greater—the ultimate sacrifice God
would make by sending his own Son, Jesus
Christ, to pay for the sins of the world once
and for all (see Eph. 1:7; Rom. 5:9).
The Book of Leviticus contains many rules for
the Israelite people, but we do not obey all
the rules in Leviticus today because we trust
Jesus, who obeyed the law perfectly for us.
Few—if any!—of the individuals you teach will
be familiar with the Book of Leviticus. Use

this session as an opportunity to emphasize
God’s holiness and his requirement of a blood
sacrifice for the forgiveness of sins. Lead
them to treasure Jesus as the perfect and
final sacrifice “who takes away the sins of the
world!” (John 1:29).
As you prepare to teach, thank God for his
mercy in providing a way for the Israelites to
atone for their sins. Thank him for sending
Jesus to atone for all sins once and for all.
Pray that the individuals would know God’s
mercy in providing Christ to make us right with
him. Pray that they would see that the law and
sacrifices point to Jesus.

Memory Verse
Begin the lesson by reviewing the memory
verse. This will be the last week with this
memory verse.

Exodus 15:2

“The Lord is my strength and my song; he
has given me victory. This is my God, and I
will praise him—my father’s God, and I will
exalt him!”

Points of Emphasis
1. God is holy and requires sacrifice for sin.
2. Worship is celebrating the greatness of
God.

Activity #1
Lead the group to begin filling out the activity
sheet. Feel free to let them continue working
as you teach the lesson.
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Video

Activity #2

Two weeks ago, we saw what happened
when the Israelites got worship very wrong.
God disciplined his people for worshiping a
golden calf, which taught people to turn from
that sin and worship God again. Last week,
we learned that God told his people how to
build the tabernacle where he would dwell
with them. God even gave them the skills
needed to build the tabernacle. This week,
our story is called “Rules for Sacrifice.”

GGuide the group to finish working on the
activity sheet. Review the memory verse
with the group, and practice it with them.
Encourage them to write the verse using the
Velcro pictures. This is the last week with this
memory verse.

Play the video for today’s lesson titled “Rules
for Sacrifice.”

Bible Lesson
We know from past stories that God does not
ignore sin. When his people disobeyed him,
he disciplined them. As you can imagine,
God wants people to always obey, but he
knows that we have sin in our hearts. We are
broken and cannot always obey. God is holy
and requires a sacrifice for sin. That’s why
God provided rules for sacrifice.
God wanted the people to have a way to
make things right again after they sin. In a
way, it’s like when a police officer gives a
ticket to a person who is speeding or runs
a red light. That person gets the ticket and
then must pay a fine or take a class to take
care of the ticket.
But even though God had given the people
rules for sacrifice, and priests to help
them make the sacrifices, there was still a
problem. Even the priests were sinners. That
meant that no matter what sacrifice was
offered, another sacrifice would eventually
be needed. God even set aside a special
day each year to clear away the sins of all
the people. That was the Day of Atonement,
when the high priest went into the most holy
place of the tabernacle to offer sacrifices.
But even this special day was not enough to
cover sin forever. That’s why God sent Jesus.

Christ Connection
The sacrifices God required of his people
were a hint of what God was going to do to
forgive sinners. We no longer need to offer
sacrifices because we trust in Jesus. Jesus
offered himself as the perfect sacrifice that
takes our sin once and for all.
Because Jesus lived a life completely without
sin and offered up his own life as the spotless
lamb of God, He is both our perfect high
priest and our perfect sacrifice. He stands
before God on our behalf and took away
our sin by his righteous blood. Because of
Jesus, we can be free from sin and live a life
of proper worship. What is worship? Worship
is celebrating the greatness of God.
Play the Gospel Presentation video. Facilitate
conversation as the individuals grow in
understanding of the Gospel, and answer any
questions they might have.

Review Questions

(Optional: Play the Questions from Kids (QFK)
video to continue the discussion on Leviticus.
Today’s episode asks why God would want us
to give up things we like.)
Group A
Early Learner
Encourage the individuals to point to the
pictures provided or to draw in order to answer
these questions.
1. Point to who gave the Israelites rules
about how they should live. God
2. Point to who let the Israelites make
sacrifices to make up for when they
disobeyed God’s rules. God
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3. Point to what the Israelites gave to God
as offerings. Animals and grain
4. Did the sacrifices fix the people’s sin? No
5. Point to who was the perfect sacrifice to
take away our sins. Jesus
Group B
1. What could God’s people give to him as
offerings? Animals or grain
2. What were the offerings used for? Praising
God or dealing with sin
3. What purpose did the two goats serve on
the Day of Atonement? One was killed for
the people’s sin; the other was sent into
the wilderness to represent the sin being
carried away.
4. Why was the Day of Atonement so
important? Guide the group to discuss the
Israelites’ need to be made right with God.
Talk about their sin and how it separated
them from God. Remind them that the Day
of Atonement was God’s way of dealing
with sin before Jesus came.
5. Why don’t we still have a Day of
Atonement? Talk about what Jesus
accomplished on the cross. Remind
them that his death was the one, perfect
sacrifice to pay for sin forever. Remind the
group that we no longer need a scapegoat.
When we trust in Jesus, he forgives us and
removes our sin.
6. How are the offerings Christians give
similar to the offerings the Israelites
gave? How are they different? Guide the
individuals to discuss that Christians can
still give resources—money, food, clothing,
time, talents, and so forth—as a way to
serve the church and glorify God. Discuss
the fact that we no longer need to give sin
offerings, because Jesus died for our sins.
Group C
1. Why did God require animals to be
sacrificed? Sacrifice goes all the way back
to the first sin of Adam and Eve. When
God made clothes to cover them (and their
sin), he used animal skins. Animals were
sacrificed to cover sin.
2. Sacrifices helped people remember their
sin and that God is holy. Why was that

not enough? Sacrifices didn’t completely
take away the sin problem. People had to
offer them again and again. It was never
enough.
3. Why do we not need to offer animal
sacrifices today? Jesus was the perfect
sacrifice, once and for all. He took our
punishment on the cross, and we have
forgiveness through his blood.
Group D
Advanced Learner
1. What does this story teach us about God?
As God’s chosen people, the Israelites
needed to know how to live in a way that
pleased God. So God gave them rules
and laws as clear guides to know how to
worship him and to know right from wrong.
But God also knew they wouldn’t follow
all these rules all the time. God is holy and
requires sacrifice for sin. So God made a
way for Israel’s relationship with God to be
made right. The people offered sacrifices
to God to say they were sorry.
2. What happened on the Day of Atonement?
God set aside a special day each year to
clear away the sins of all the people. That
was the Day of Atonement, when the high
priest went into the most holy place of the
tabernacle to offer sacrifices. He killed one
goat and transferred the people’s sins to
a second goat—the scapegoat—which was
sent into the wilderness. This special day
every year reminded the people that they
needed a better sacrifice that would take
away their sins once and for all.
3. Why might God ask us to give up things
we like?
4. How should believers’ thoughts, actions,
and words be different than people who
don’t know Jesus?

Prayer
God, thank you for your Word. We read about
the sacrifices made in the Old Testament and
praise you for sending Jesus. He died and
rose again to take away our sin once and for
all. Amen.
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