Gospel Project
Volume 2, Unit 6, Lesson 2: The Tabernacle Was Built
Bible Passage: Exodus 35-40
Personal Preparation
Thirteen of the last sixteen chapters of the
Book of Exodus contain instructions for
building the tabernacle. The word tabernacle
means “dwelling place.” The tabernacle was a
portable tent where God met with his people.
God wanted to dwell among them (Ex. 29:4546).
Moses had been on the mountain talking
with God for 40 days. God wrote the Ten
Commandments, the words of the covenant,
on tablets. When Moses returned to the camp,
he called all of the Israelites together and gave
them the instructions God had given him (Ex.
24:3-4).
God’s directions for building the tabernacle
were very detailed. God was not trying to
burden the people; he was trying to show
them his holiness and absolute authority. God
appointed Bezalel and Oholiab to oversee
the building of the tabernacle, giving them
wisdom, understanding, and craftsmanship.
Every skilled person “whose heart moved him”
eagerly worked on the tabernacle of the Lord
(Ex. 35:30-35, 36:1-6).
God gave the Israelites the tabernacle as a
visual picture of his dwelling place with them.
The tabernacle—and later the temple that
replaced it—was a temporary place for God’s
glory to dwell until the coming of Christ (2 Cor.
4:6). Every part of the tabernacle was designed
to illustrate God’s relationship with his people.
Jesus is the New Testament fulfillment of the
Old Testament tabernacle. John 1:14 says that
“the Word became flesh and took up residence

among us.” Jesus made his dwelling place
with people.
As you teach the individuals about the building
of the tabernacle, show them God’s desire to
be with His people. Emphasize that Jesus was
God’s plan to bring people back to himself. In
the future, he will dwell with us forever (Rev.
21:3).
As you prepare to teach the lesson, thank
God that he chose to dwell among us. Thank
him for choosing to dwell with Israelites, and
thank him for sending Jesus to dwell with man.
Praise him for dwelling within us now through
the Holy Spirit. Pray that the individuals would
know that God is present and desires to be
with us.

Memory Verse
Begin the lesson by sharing the memory verse
with the group.

Exodus 15:2

“The Lord is my strength and my song; he
has given me victory. This is my God, and I
will praise him—my father’s God, and I will
exalt him!”

Points of Emphasis
1. God told his people how to build the
tabernacle where he would dwell with
them.
2. Worship is celebrating the greatness of
God.
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Activity #1
Lead the group to begin working on the activity
sheet. Feel free to let them continue as you
teach the lesson.

Video
Last week, we learned that God’s people
were not very faithful to him. Moses was gone
for a while, and the people chose to worship
an idol instead of God. God disciplined his
people for worshiping a gold calf because he
loved them. This week, we will learn that God
had plans to dwell with his people. He gave
them special instructions for building a place
where that would happen. Our story today is
called “The Tabernacle Was Built.”
Play the video for the lesson titled “The
Tabernacle Was Built.”

Bible Lesson
After our story last week, it may have seemed
like God’s people were hopeless. Thankfully,
their hope and future were not dependent
on their own ability to obey. Their hope and
future were secure because of God’s love
and faithfulness. In fact, despite the people’s
sin, God told his people how to build the
tabernacle where he would dwell with them.
How amazing is that? God wanted to be with
them even though they had proven they
were not always going to obey him.
As they began to build, God blessed them.
He gave the people generous hearts that
wanted to give. He also gave craftsmen the
knowledge and skill they needed to make
the beautiful decorations just as God wanted
them. That means that God did not just give
them instructions of what to build, he also
gave them the ability to build it! His power
and faithfulness working through them
provided them with a place to worship God
and interact with him.
The tabernacle was a very important place for
the Israelites. It served as a physical reminder

that God was with them wherever they went.
It was also the location they could gather to
learn about God and offer sacrifices to deal
with the sin in their lives. But today, we have
something much better than the tabernacle.
Actually, we have someone better than the
tabernacle—Jesus!

Activity #2
Guide the group to finish working on the
activity sheet. Review the memory verse
with the individuals, and help them learn it.
Encourage them to put the verse together
using the Velcro pictures.

Christ Connection
God instructed the Israelites to build a
tabernacle where he would dwell with them.
God desires to be with his people. As part of
his plan to save sinners, God sent Jesus to
“tabernacle,” or dwell, with people on earth.
Jesus came to earth as a baby and dwelled
with people. He lived a perfect life. He never
disobeyed God and always did what was
right. Then, even though he did not deserve
death, he laid down his life. Jesus died on
the cross to pay the penalty for sin that we
deserve. On the third day, God raised Jesus
from the dead, proving that his sacrifice was
perfect and complete. When we believe in
Jesus, God forgives our sin and sends the
Holy Spirit to live in us. That means that God
lives not just near us, but in our hearts!

Review Questions

(Optional: Watch the Questions from Kids
(QFK) video to continue the discussion on
the construction of the tabernacle. Today’s
episode asks why it is important to go to
church if we can worship God anywhere.)
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Group A
Early Learner
Encourage the individuals to point to the
pictures provided or to draw in order to answer
these questions.
1. Point to what God instructed the Israelites
to build. Tabernacle
2. Point to who gave the builders special
skills to build the tabernacle. God
3. Point to who dwelled in the tabernacle.
God
4. Point to the sign that showed the Israelites
that God was in the tabernacle. Cloud
Group B
1. How did the people know to build a
tabernacle? God told them to and gave
specific instructions how
2. How were the builders able to make all
the wonderful things God commanded?
God gave Bezalel and Oholiab wisdom
and understanding as craftsmen.
3. How did the Israelites know when God’s
presence was in the tabernacle? A cloud
would rest on the tabernacle
4. Why do you think God wanted to dwell
with his people? God loves us. He wants
to be with us and to help us learn to love
and obey him.
5. How else has God come to dwell with
us? God sent Jesus to dwell with people.
Jesus lived a perfect life, died the death we
deserve, and rose again. Now, anyone who
believes in Jesus receives the Holy Spirit,
who lives with us and helps us love and
obey God.
6. Do we need a special place to worship
today? Although we gather in buildings to
worship God together, we no longer need
a tabernacle or temple. Through the Holy
Spirit, God dwells with us everywhere we
go. How we worship God is more important
than where we worship him.
Group C
1. Why did God instruct the Israelites to
build a tabernacle? God desires to be with
his people.
2. How did Jesus make the way for us to
dwell with God? Jesus was fully God and

came to live and “dwell” with his people
on earth. Jesus died for our sins and rose
again so everyone who trusts in him can
have forgiveness and life with God forever.
3. After Jesus’ resurrection, he ascended
into heaven. How does God dwell with
us today? When we trust Jesus as our
Lord and Savior, the Holy Spirit comes to
live and dwell in us. God is always with us
through the Holy Spirit.
Group D
Advanced Learner
1. What does this story teach us about God?
God wants to be with his people. God’s
glory came and rested on the tabernacle
for all the people to see. God’s glory was
in the form of a cloud by day and fire by
night. The Israelites could see the physical
evidence of God’s presence with them
every day.
2. How were the Israelites involved in
building the tabernacle? The Israelites
gave their time, their skills, and their
possessions. In fact, they gave so much
that Moses had to tell them to stop. They
had given more than enough materials for
the project! God invited the people to be
part of putting it all together.
3. Why is it important to go to church?
4. How can you spend time with God?

Prayer
Lord, thank you for showing us love. We know
that we cannot earn your love. You pour it
out on us anyway. Help us to live lives that
glorify you. We want to worship you. Thank
you for dwelling with us. Amen.

2.6.2

