Gospel Project
Volume 2, Unit 4, Christmas: Jesus Was Born
Bible Passage: Isaiah 9; Luke 2
Personal Preparation
From the moment sin entered the world, its
consequences were obvious. God’s people
were separated from him; they did not enjoy
the intimate relationship with their Creator
for which he had created them. People were
affected by sickness and pain. Corruption
spread quickly throughout the earth. The
situation seemed hopeless, yet God did not
leave his people without hope.
It was into this hopelessness that God spoke.
Hundreds of messages came through the
prophets concerning a coming Messiah—One
who would rescue people from their sins. But
when would this Promised One come? How
would he come? Would the people recognize
him?
The prophet Isaiah—who lived hundreds
of years before Jesus was born—spoke
specifically of the Messiah’s birth. Isaiah told
King Ahaz what the Lord would do: “The
virgin will conceive, have a son, and name him
Immanuel” (Isa. 7:14). He described the birth
of a “Prince of Peace”—a Son of David who
will reign forever (Isa. 9:6-7). Isaiah said that he
would be a King! (Isa. 11:1-5)
Everything God said about Jesus’ birth came
true. Hundreds of years later, Jesus was born
into the world. After Jesus was born, Mary laid
him in a manger. A king in a manger! It was
so unlikely. But Jesus was no ordinary baby.
He was God’s Son, sent in the most humble
of positions, “not to be served, but to serve,
and to give His life—a ransom for many” (Matt.
20:28).

God’s plan to rescue people from sin was not
a secret plan. God gave his people hope: A
Savior is coming. Though death came through
Adam, life comes through Christ (1 Cor. 15:22).
Through his death on the cross, Jesus finished
the work for our salvation. In him lies our hope
of forgiveness and eternal life. Jesus, the
Prince of Peace, reconciles to God everyone
who trusts in him.
As you prepare to teach today, give thanks
to God for sending Jesus to reconcile us to
himself. Thank him for sending his Son at just
the right time to rescue us from our sin. Pray
that the individuals would hope in Christ and
find life in him.

Memory Verse
Begin the lesson by sharing the memory verse
and practicing it with the individuals.

Hosea 13:4

“I have been the Lord your God ever
since I brought you out of Egypt. You must
acknowledge no God but me, for there is
no other savior.”

Points of Emphasis
1. Jesus was born to bring peace between
God and people.
2. God can do all things according to his
character.

Activity #1
Guide the group to begin working on the
activity sheet. Feel free to let them continue
working as you teach the lesson.
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Video
The stories we’ve been hearing about Joseph
are important because they show how God
was at work in the family of Jacob. God
was forming a nation through the family of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. He used Joseph
to rescue his family during a time of famine.
The nation of Israel was part of God’s bigger
plan to rescue sinners.
The Old Testament is full of reminders that a
Savior would come. God planned to send his
Son, Jesus, into the world through Israel.
Many years later, God kept his promise. Jesus
was born into the world as the promised
Messiah, the Prince of Peace. Listen closely
to today’s Bible story about the day Jesus
was born.
Play the video lesson titled “Jesus Was Born.”

Bible Lesson
As you know, sin has messed up every part
of God’s creation. When Adam and Eve
disobeyed God and ate the forbidden fruit,
their relationship with God broke. Their
relationship with each other broke. Their
relationship with nature broke. But God did
not leave Adam and Eve without hope. He
promised that one day, a descendant of Eve
would rescue the world from the pain and
sadness of sin.
But when would he arrive? God promised to
give Abraham a son, but Isaac was not the
Messiah. Jacob was blessed by God too, but
he was not the Messiah. Joseph was Jacob’s
favored son who saved his family, but he was
not the Messiah either. Years passed, and the
Messiah had not come. Eventually, a prophet
named Isaiah wrote about the Messiah. He
said that the Messiah would provide the way
to fix the relationships sin had broken.
Many years after Isaiah wrote those words,
Jesus was born into the world. Although he
is God’s Son, the Prince of Peace, Jesus was

not born into a fancy palace or glamorous
lifestyle. Even so, his birth was amazing.
Angels sang out to proclaim his arrival. The
Messiah had finally come! Jesus was born to
bring peace between God and people.

Activity #2
Guide the group to finish the activity sheet.
Review the memory verse with the individuals.
Encourage them to write it using the Velcro
pictures.

Christ Connection
The birth of Jesus was good news! Jesus was
not an ordinary baby. He was God’s Son, sent
to earth from heaven. Jesus came into the
world to bring peace between people and
God. He came to save people from their sins
and to be their King.
After coming into the world as a human baby,
Jesus grew up. He lived a perfect life without
sin and died the death we deserve. On the
third day, Jesus rose from the dead to prove
that he had defeated sin. When we believe
in him, God forgives us and makes us right
with him.

Review Questions

(Optional: Play the Questions from Kids (QFK)
video to continue the discussion on Jesus’
birth. Today’s episode asks why God waited
so long to send Jesus.)
Group A
Early Learner
Encourage the individuals to point to the
pictures provided or to draw in order to answer
these questions.
1. Point to who Isaiah said would be called
the Prince of Peace. Jesus
2. Point to Jesus’ father. God
3. Point to who was sent to rescue sinners.
Jesus
4. Point to who had planned to rescue
sinners all along. God
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Group B
1. Isaiah said the Rescuer would be called
the Prince of what? Peace
2. Why did Mary and Joseph travel to
Bethlehem? To be counted in a census
3. What did the angels say after telling the
shepherds where to find Jesus? Glory to
God in the highest heaven, and peace on
earth to people he favors.
4. What does it mean to have peace between
God and people? Guide the group to
discuss the way Adam and Eve related to
God before sin, with no guilt, shame, or
fear. Talk about how sin separates people
from God, and help them understand that
peace between God and people means
people can relate to God the way they did
before sin entered the world.
5. How did Jesus provide peace between
God and people? Discuss why Jesus died
on the cross and how he offered his sinless
life to provide us with eternal life with God.
Discuss why a sacrifice was needed and
how Jesus’ sacrifice was perfect. Remind
the individuals that those who believe in
Jesus are declared righteous by God. We
are not punished for our sins if we are in
Christ, because Jesus took the punishment
we deserved.
6. Why do you think Jesus came to earth
as a baby with normal parents instead
of a baby with royal, wealthy, and
powerful parents? Jesus came to earth
not to set up an earthly kingdom, but to
rescue people from sin and prepare the
way for God’s heavenly kingdom. Isaiah’s
prophecy about Jesus being a ruler will be
fully accomplished when Jesus returns to
destroy all sin.

Group C
1. What was unusual about Jesus’ birth?
Guide the individuals to talk about the
humble conditions surrounding Jesus’
birth. God’s own Son wasn’t born in a
palace but came humbly. Jesus gave up his
high position in heaven to come to earth in
the flesh.
2. What does it mean to have peace with
God? Apart from Jesus, we are enemies
of God who deserve death as punishment
for our sins. Jesus brings us into a right
relationship with God so we can have
forgiveness and eternal life with God as his
dearly loved children.
3. What was special about Jesus’ coming to
earth? Jesus is God in the flesh. His name
is Immanuel, God with us. Jesus showed us
who God is and what God is like.
Group D
Advanced Learner
1. What does this story teach us about God?
All along, God was working out his perfect
plan.
2. Why did God send his Son to earth?
He promised to send a Savior to rescue
sinners.
3. Why do you think God waited to send
Jesus?
4. Why is it hard to wait for things? What can
you do while you wait?

Prayer
Father, thank you for sending Jesus to bring
peace. Nothing we can offer you can earn
your love, but we praise You for loving us
anyway. Help us live each day for your glory.
Amen.
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