Gospel Project
Volume 2, Unit 4, Lesson 6: The Red Sea Crossing
Bible Passage: Exodus 13-15
Personal Preparation
The crossing of the Red Sea is an event in
history that displays God’s grace, remembered
for generations as God’s mighty redemptive
act. God had clearly shown his power in Egypt
through the plagues; now he was about to do
something even greater.
Instead of leading the Israelites into the
wilderness, God instructed Moses to turn back
so that the Egyptians would think they were
lost. God purposefully hardened Pharaoh’s
heart so that he would pursue the Israelites.
Why? “Then I will receive glory by means of
Pharaoh and all his army, and the Egyptians
will know that I am the Lord” (Ex. 14:4).
Imagine the fear the Israelites felt as they saw
the Egyptians pursuing them. They expressed
it in their complaints to Moses (Ex. 14:11). Moses
spoke up to calm them: “The Lord will fight for
you” (Ex. 14:14).
The Lord did fight for them. All night long,
the Lord kept a pillar of a cloud between the
Egyptians’ chariots and the Israelites. Then he
instructed Moses to stretch out his hand; God
drove back the sea with a powerful east wind.
By faith, the Israelites passed through on dry
ground! (See Heb. 11:29.) When Pharaoh and
the Egyptians followed after them, the waters
came back and covered the entire army of
Pharaoh. None of them survived.
As you teach the individuals this week, press
into their hearts that God fights for his people.
He also punishes sin. God created a way to
save his chosen people by parting the Red
Sea. In the same way, God created a way for

people to escape the penalty of sin through
his Son, Jesus Christ. God didn’t make a way
of salvation for us because we deserve it but
because of who he is—a gracious and loving
God who created us to know and love him.
Take time to thank God for his grace and love.
Thank him for sending his Son Jesus to rescue
us because of his love for us. Pray that the
individuals would know his love and mercy.

Memory Verse
Begin the lesson by reviewing the memory
verse. This is the last week with this memory
verse.

Hosea 13:4

“I have been the Lord your God ever
since I brought you out of Egypt. You must
acknowledge no God but me, for there is
no other savior.”

Points of Emphasis
1. God parted the Red Sea for his people to
cross.
2. God can do all things according to his
character.

Activity #1
Guide the individuals to begin working on
the first page of the activity sheet. Feel free
to let them continue working as you teach the
lesson.

Video
God’s people, the Israelites, were slaves in
Egypt. They cried out to God for help, and
God called Moses to deliver his people from
captivity. Moses confronted Pharaoh, but
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Pharaoh did not let God’s people go. God
sent a series of plagues to Egypt. The tenth
plague brought death to every household in
Egypt, but God passed over the homes of his
people. Finally, Pharaoh agreed to let God’s
people go. God delivered his people and
proved that he is the one true God.

God parted the Red Sea for his people to
cross. For generations to come, God’s people
would look back on this event, the time God
saved them from Egypt, and remember that
God is all-powerful, sovereign, and good.

You might think that is the end of this story,
but it’s not! You see, the Israelites had just
made it to the wilderness when Pharaoh
changed his mind about letting the Israelites
go free. Today’s Bible story is called “The
Red Sea Crossing.” Listen closely to see how
God’s people got away!

Guide the group to complete the second
page Lead the group to finish working on the
activity sheet. Go over the memory verse with
the individuals again. Encourage them to write
the verse using the Velcro pictures. Let them
practice what they have learned and continue
to work at memorizing the verse. This is the last
week with Hosea 13:4 as the memory verse.

Play the video lesson titled “The Red Sea
Crossing.”

Bible Lesson
Soon after the Israelites left Egypt, Pharaoh
yet again decided that he did not want them
to leave. He decided to chase after them with
his army to recapture them. Can you imagine
how scary that must have been for God’s
people? I picture coming up against the shore
of the Red Sea with no way to cross, and
then seeing the dust clouds behind us where
Pharaoh’s horses are stampeding across the
desert to capture or kill us . . . I would have
been so afraid!
But in the moments of greatest fear, God often
shines through the brightest. God placed a
massive pillar of cloud and darkness in front
of Pharaoh to keep him from getting close
to the Israelites. God instructed Moses to lift
up his staff and reach out over the water of
the Red Sea. God sent a mighty wind that
blew the waters apart. God’s people crossed
the sea on dry ground with walls of water on
either side. Wow!
When the Israelites were safely to the other
side, God commanded Moses to stretch his
hands over the water again, and it crashed
down on Pharaoh and his army.

Activity #2

Christ Connection
Moses led the Israelites out of Egypt, and God
provided a way for them to escape through
the Red Sea. The Bible says that Jesus is
greater than Moses (Heb 3:3). People who
trust in Jesus escape the penalty of sin and
have eternal life.
Play the Gospel Presentation video. Facilitate
conversation as the individuals grow in
understanding of the Gospel, and answer any
questions they might have.

Review Questions

(Optional: Play the Questions from Kids
(QFK) video to continue the discussion about
crossing the Red Sea. Today’s episode asks
how God can help us when we are afraid.)
Group A
Early Learner
Encourage the individuals to point to the
pictures provided or to draw in order to answer
these questions.
1. Point to who led the Israelites in the
wilderness. God
2. Point to who changed his mind and
decided to chase after the Israelites.
Pharaoh
3. Point to who parted the Red Sea so that
the Israelites could cross. God
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4. Point to who worshiped God after he
closed the sea on the Egyptians. Moses
and the Israelites
Group B
1. How did God lead his people in the
wilderness? As a pillar of cloud in the
daytime and a pillar of fire at night
2. Was God surprised when Pharaoh
decided to chase after the Israelites? No,
God knew what Pharaoh would do, and
he chose to use Pharaoh one last time to
show his power and save his people.
3. What did the Israelites do after God parted
the sea and closed it on the Egyptians?
Feared the Lord, trusted in him, and sang a
song of worship
4. How do you think the Israelites felt when
they saw Pharaoh’s army chasing them
and the Red Sea in front of them? Fear is
a normal response when facing uncertain
circumstances. God is faithful, and he had
promised to rescue the Israelites. Prompt
the individuals to think about the difference
between feeling afraid and acting out of
fear.
5. What is the ultimate way God rescued
people? Jesus’ death and resurrection to
save us from sin is the most important and
loving rescue God has ever made.
6. How do you think we should respond
when God provides for us in different
ways? Moses and the Israelites responded
by praising God and singing a song of
worship to him. Talk to the individuals about
what it means to fear the Lord and why we
can trust him to always do what is best.
Group C
1. What kinds of things did the Israelites
complain about? Do you think they
believed God could do anything? The
Israelites thought that Moses had taken
them into the wilderness to die, but Moses
assured them that the Lord would fight for
them against the Egyptians.

2. What kinds of things do you complain
about? Do you believe God can do
anything? Invite the individuals to share.
When possible, point out what some of
their complaints might show they believe
about the goodness of God or those who
are in charge. Remind the group that God is
good, and God can do all things according
to his character.
3. How did the Israelites show faith as
Moses led them out of Egypt? How does
faith save us? The Israelites showed faith
by crossing the Red Sea and believing it
would not crash down on them. We are
saved by faith—by trusting and believing
that God is who he says he is. We trust in
Jesus’ finished work on the cross for our
sins.
Group D
Advanced Learner
1. What does this story teach us about God?
God is so powerful.
2. How do you think the Israelites felt when
they saw the Egyptians coming after
them? Imagine the fear the Israelites felt
to look backward and see the Egyptian
army approaching and to look ahead and
see a large sea. But Moses spoke words of
comfort: “Don’t be afraid. . . . The Lord will
fight for you, and you must be quiet” (Ex.
14:13-14).
3. How can God help when you are afraid?
4. How does the story of the Red Sea help
you trust God when you feel afraid?

Prayer
Lord, who is like you? You threw Pharaoh’s
chariots and his army into the sea. You
brought your people through the sea on dry
ground. You are faithful. Help us tell others
of your mighty works, for your glory. Amen.
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