Gospel Project
Volume 2, Unit 4, Lesson 2: Joseph Explained Dreams
Bible Passage: Genesis 39-41
Personal Preparation
Jacob had recognized his favorite son’s bloody
robe and concluded that his 17-year-old son
had been torn apart by a vicious animal. He
was devastated by the news of Joseph’s
apparent death. No one could comfort Jacob
(Gen. 37:33-35).
For the next 20 years, Jacob lived with the
grief of losing a child. But Scripture shows
us what Jacob couldn’t see: God was with
Joseph, making him successful and blessing
him in Egypt. Joseph worked for Potiphar, an
official of Pharaoh, but when Potiphar’s wife
falsely accused him of attacking her, Joseph
ended up in prison.
God gave Joseph the ability to interpret
dreams. Pharaoh’s cupbearer and baker were
also in custody when they each had a dream
on the same night. “Interpretations belong to
God,” Joseph explained. Then Joseph told
them what the dreams meant. The cupbearer
would be restored in his position, but the baker
would be executed.
Two years later, Pharaoh had a dream which
no one could interpret. But the cupbearer
remembered Joseph and his ability to interpret
dreams, and Pharaoh summoned Joseph. God
revealed what would happen: there would be
seven years of plenty followed by seven years
of famine.
Pharaoh took action, putting Joseph into a
position of power to help prepare Egypt for
the future. He recognized that Joseph was
wise and that God was with him. God blessed
Joseph. In one day, Joseph moved from his

position in prison to being second in command
of Egypt. God had elevated Joseph so he
could save the lives of many—even his own
people—during the severe famine.
As you teach the individuals, point them to our
God who is with us and blesses us. He blessed
us in the greatest way by sending his Son, who
gave up his position of honor to be the Savior
of the world. He calls us to action in sharing
the gospel with the whole world.

Memory Verse
Begin the lesson by reviewing the memory
verse with the group.

Hosea 13:4

“I have been the Lord your God ever
since I brought you out of Egypt. You must
acknowledge no God but me, for there is
no other savior.”

Points of Emphasis
1. God gave Joseph power to understand
dreams.
2. God can do all things according to his
character.

Activity #1
Start the lesson by guiding the individuals to
begin working on the first page of the activity
sheet. Feel free to let them continue working
as you teach the lesson.

Video
We’ve been learning about the nation God
was forming through the family of Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob. God changed Jacob’s
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name to Israel, the name of God’s covenant
people. Jacob and his family settled in the
land of Canaan.

up food in Egypt. Then during the years of
famine, everyone came to Egypt to buy the
food they needed.

As we heard last week, Jacob’s twelve sons
did not always get along. Joseph’s brothers
were jealous of Joseph because he was
Jacob’s favorite son. Joseph also dreamed
that he would one day rule over his family.
One day, Joseph’s brothers sold him into
slavery. Joseph ended up in Egypt. Let’s find
out what happened to him. Check out our
Bible story.

Activity #2

Play the video for the lesson titled “Joseph
Explained Dreams.”

We see in this story how God sent Joseph
to Egypt and blessed him so that he rose
to a position of great authority—from the
prison to the palace. God used Joseph to
help Joseph’s family and many others. When
Jesus came to earth, he gave up his position
of honor—coming from heaven to earth—to
be the Savior of the world.

Bible Lesson
Wow! This chapter in Genesis has a lot going
Joseph’s experience in Egypt was a little
bit like a roller coaster [Hold your hand at
waist level.] Joseph was sold as a slave to
an important man named Potiphar. God was
with Joseph. God made Joseph successful,
and Potiphar put Joseph in charge as his
personal assistant. [Raise your hand to head
level.] Then Potiphar’s wife accused Joseph
of doing something he didn’t do, and Joseph
went to jail. [Drop hand to your side.]
God was with Joseph in prison. By this time,
Joseph was about 28 years old. How did God
help Joseph? Well, God gave Joseph power to
understand dreams. When two of Pharaoh’s
servants—the cupbearer and baker—had
dreams in prison, Joseph told them what
the dreams meant. Sadly, the cupbearer
forgot about Joseph and he stayed in prison.
Could God get Joseph out of prison? Is there
anything God cannot do? God can do all
things according to his character.
Two years later, Pharaoh had a dream that
no one could interpret. Finally, the cupbearer
remembered Joseph! Joseph explained that
the dream meant a famine was coming.
Pharaoh made Joseph second-in-command
in all of Egypt. [Raise hand to head level.] So
during the years of plenty, Joseph saved

Guide the group to work on the second page
of the activity sheet. Review the memory verse
with the individuals. Encourage them to write
the verse using the Velcro pictures, and help
them commit it to memory.

Christ Connection

Review Questions

(Optional: Play the Questions from Kids (QFK)
video to further the discussion on Joseph’s
life. Today’s episode asks how we can know
what God is saying to us.)
Group A
Early Learner
Encourage the individuals to point to the
pictures provided or to draw in order to answer
these questions.
1. Who went to prison? Joseph
2. Who understood dreams? Joseph
3. Who gave Joseph the power to understand
dreams? God
4. Who remembered Joseph when Pharaoh
did not understand his dream? The
cupbearer
5. Who appointed Joseph to a position of
power in Egypt? Pharaoh
Group B
1. Why did Joseph go to prison? Potiphar’s
wife falsely accused Joseph of something,
and Potiphar believed her.
2. Whose dreams did Joseph explain in
prison? The cupbearer’s and the baker’s.

2.4.2
3. When did the cupbearer remember
Joseph? Two years later when Pharaoh
needed dreams explained.
4. How did Joseph know what the different
dreams meant? God gave Joseph the
power to understand dreams. Joseph did
not decide what the dreams meant, he
merely explained what God revealed to
him.
5. How does God reveal things to us today?
Although God can communicate with us
through dreams if he chooses, he has
revealed everything we need to know
about him and the Gospel through the
Bible. God used different men over time to
write down exactly what God wanted them
to write.
6. How do you think Joseph felt before
and after the cupbearer told Pharaoh
about him? Guide the group to discuss the
uncertainty Joseph may have felt. Remind
them that, although he did not totally
understand God’s plan, he trusted God to
take care of him.
Group C
1. Where does wisdom come from? How
can we have wisdom and understanding?
Wisdom doesn’t always come with age.
Wisdom is understanding how life works
best, and because God created everything,
wisdom comes from him. God gives wisdom
to anyone who asks for it.
2. How did Joseph have confidence before
the most powerful ruler of Egypt? Joseph
trusted in God’s plan for his life. Joseph
believed the dreams from God that meant
he would one day be a ruler.
3. Joseph was in prison for more than two
years. How can we trust God’s timing in
our lives? God is in control. He sees the
bigger picture and works everything for his
glory and our good. God’s timing is always
perfect.

Group D
Advanced Learner
1. What does this story teach us about God?
God was with Joseph. He made Joseph
successful, and God was still with Joseph
when Joseph was put in prison. God
helped Joseph by giving him the power to
understand dreams. God is always with us,
and he gives us comfort and hope.
2. How did God put Joseph in a position
of power? Pharaoh had a dream that no
one could interpret. Finally, the cupbearer
remembered Joseph! God gave Joseph
the power to understand dreams. Joseph
explained that the dream meant a famine
was coming. Pharaoh made Joseph
second-in-command in all of Egypt. So
during the years of plenty, Joseph saved
up food in Egypt. Then during the years of
famine, everyone came to Egypt to buy the
food they needed.
3. How can people know what God is saying
to them today?
4. How do you feel about studying the Bible,
knowing that God speaks to us through
his Word?

Prayer
God, thank you for working things together
for your glory and our good. Help us learn to
trust you more each day. Amen.
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