
Bible Passage: Genesis 22

Personal Preparation

God kept his promise to give Abraham and 
Sarah a son, and they named him Isaac. Isaac 
was the child chosen by God to carry the family 
line—to follow God, to lead the family, and to 
teach the next generation to follow God too. 
When Abraham was well over 100 years old, 
God tested him. God instructed Abraham to 
sacrifice Isaac on a mountain. How could this 
be? Abraham had waited so long for this child!
But Abraham obeyed. He got up early the 
next day and left on his trip. Instead of waiting 
around to see if God would change his mind, 
he saddled the donkey, took the wood, two 
servants, and his son, and left on the journey 
as God commanded.

As Isaac walked with his father, he noticed 
something was missing. They had the wood 
and the fire, but “Where is the lamb?” Isaac 
asked. Abraham answered that God himself 
would provide. Abraham had supreme faith 
that God was able to do anything. Before going 
up the mountain, Abraham told the servants, 
“Stay here . . .  we’ll come back” (Gen. 22:5). 
Hebrews 11:19 also gives us a peek inside 
Abraham’s mind: “He considered God to be 
able even to raise someone from the dead.”

God did provide. He provided a ram in place 
of Isaac, who was spared. After what we might 
imagine was quite a worship service, Abraham 
and Isaac returned home.

In the New Testament, God brings the final 
answer to Isaac’s inquiry, “Where is the lamb?” 
through John the Baptist— “Here is the Lamb 
of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” 
(John 1:29). Abraham showed his love for God 

by being willing to sacrifice his son Isaac. This 
is how God showed his love for us: he sent 
his Son, Jesus, to die on the cross so that we 
could have eternal life through him. He was 
the sacrifice made in our place so we can live.
As you prepare to teach today, thank God that 
he is faithful to his promises. Thank him for 
sending his Son as a sacrificial lamb to give 
us life. Pray that your group would know God’s 
grace and provision.

Memory Verse

Start the lesson by reviewing the memory 
verse.

Galatians 3:29
“And now that you belong to Christ, you 
are the true children of Abraham. You are 
his heirs, and God’s promise to Abraham 
belongs to you.”

Points of Emphasis

1. Abraham trusted God even when he did 
not understand God’s plan.

2. We can trust God because he is faithful and 
does everything for his glory and our good.

Activity #1

Lead the group to begin working on the first 
page of the activity sheet. Feel free to allow 
them to continue working on it as you teach 
the lesson.

Video

Last week, we learned that even though 
Abraham had grown old, God still planned to 
use him. In fact, God made a covenant to bless 
the whole world through Abraham. Abraham 
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trusted God because he understood that 
God’s plans were better than his own. God 
promised to give Abraham a family, even 
though Abraham and Sarah were old and did 
not have any kids. God kept his promise, and 
he gave Abraham a son named Isaac. Let’s 
find out more.

Play the video for today’s lesson titled 
“Abraham and Isaac.”

Bible Lesson

I can’t imagine being asked to sacrifice my 
son. During those days, offering a sacrifice 
was a way to show that you loved and trusted 
God. Sometimes a sacrifice would be grain or 
oil, but often it meant killing an animal. When 
God asked Abraham to offer Isaac, it was a 
very difficult test to see if Abraham trusted 
God completely.

You see, God had already made a covenant 
with Abraham, and God had promised 
Abraham a large family. Abraham had 
waited so many years for a son, and giving 
Isaac up would have been especially difficult 
and scary. Even so, Abraham showed that 
he would obey God no matter what God 
commanded. Abraham trusted God even 
when he did not understand God’s plan. 

We can get a glimpse of how much Abraham 
trusted God by what he said to his servants 
and by how he answered Isaac’s question 
about the lamb. Abraham asked his servants 
to stay with the donkey, but the Bible tells us 
that he said, “The boy and I will go over there 
to worship; then we’ll come back” (Gen. 
22:5). He told Isaac, “God himself will provide 
the lamb” (Gen. 22:8). Abraham probably did 
not know what was going to happen on that 
mountain top, but he knew that God would 
keep his promises one way or another. 

God did not want Abraham to hurt his son. 
God stopped Abraham and provided a ram 
to be the sacrifice. God provided a way 
for Isaac to be saved. That sounds familiar 
though, doesn’t it? Can you all think of 

another situation where God provided a way 
to be saved? [Allow responses.] Yes! He sent 
Jesus!

Activity #2

Lead the group to complete the rest of the 
activity sheet. Review the memory verse with 
the group and help the individuals learn it. 
Encourage them to use the Velcro pictures to 
write the verse.

Christ Connection

Abraham showed his love for God by being 
willing to sacrifice his son Isaac. God provided 
a ram instead. This is how God showed his 
love for us: he sent his Son, Jesus, to die on 
the cross so that we could have eternal life 
through him.

Each of us deserves punishment and death 
because of the sin in our lives, but God loves 
us even in our sin. God does not want us 
to die and be separated from him. He sent 
Jesus to take our sins. Jesus died on the 
cross and rose again on the third day. This 
proved that he had defeated sin and death. 
When we believe in Jesus, God forgives our 
sin and gives us new life.

Review Questions
(Optional: Play the Question from Kids (QFK) 
video as part of the discussion about Abraham 
and Isaac. Today’s episode discusses trusting 
God’s plan when we don’t understand.)

Group A
Early Learner
Let the individuals point to the pictures 
provided or draw to respond.
1. Who did God test? Abraham
2. Who did God tell Abraham to offer as a 

sacrifice? Isaac
3. What did God provide as a sacrifice to 

save Isaac? A ram
4. Who trusted God? Abraham
5. Who kept his promise to Abraham? God
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Group B
1. What difficult thing did God tell Abraham 

to do? Offer his son Isaac as a sacrifice.
2. When Isaac asked where the lamb for 

sacrifice was, what did Abraham say? 
God himself will provide the lamb.

3. What happened before Abraham hurt 
Isaac? An angel stopped him, and God 
provided a ram for sacrifice.

4. Why do you think Abraham obeyed 
God? Abraham trusted God completely. 
He believed that God would uphold the 
covenant he made no matter what. God 
had promised that the covenant would 
be carried through to Isaac, so Abraham 
believed that Isaac would survive.

5. What makes obeying God difficult? What 
can we do when we are tempted to 
ignore or disobey God? We don’t always 
understand why God does the things he 
does. Trusting God means obeying even 
when it doesn’t seem to make sense. 
Prayer and studying Scripture can help us 
obey him.

6. How does this story point us to Jesus? 
Just as Abraham was asked to offer his only 
son as a sacrifice, God offered Jesus, his 
only Son as a sacrifice for sin. Just as God 
provided a ram so that Isaac would live, 
God provided Jesus so that we could live 
despite deserving death as punishment for 
sin.

Group C
1. How did Abraham show that he had 

faith in God? Abraham proved his faith by 
obeying God. True faith leads to action.

2. Why do you think God sometimes 
tests us or asks us to do hard things? 
Use Abraham’s story as an example to 
emphasize that God may test us to prove 
our faith. By enduring trials, our faith is 
made stronger. God never tempts anyone 
to sin.

3. God provided a ram as a substitute for 
Isaac. How did God provide a substitute 
for us? God sent his Son to be our 
substitute. Jesus lived a perfect life and 
took the punishment we deserve for our 
sin so we can have forgiveness and life 
with God forever.

Group D
Advanced Learner
1. Why did God test Abraham? God tested 

Abraham so that Abraham could show that 
he really loved God.

2. How did God provide for Abraham? How 
did he provide for us? God provided a ram 
to sacrifice instead. He sent his Son, Jesus, 
to die on the cross so that we could have 
eternal life through him.

3. How does God provide for people?
4. How has God provided in your own life?

Prayer

Lord God, thank you for your Word. Thank 
you for using the Bible to teach us what is 
true about you and about ourselves. After 
Abraham offered the ram in place of his son, 
he named that place “the Lord Will Provide.” 
God, you will provide for us. You have already 
provided for our greatest need—salvation 
from sin—through your Son, Jesus. Give us 
power to obey your Word and live for you. 
Amen.
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