Gospel Project
Volume 1, Unit 1, Lesson 6: The Suffering of Job
Bible Passage: Job
Personal Preparation
Why would we hear the story of Job while
studying stories from Genesis? Most
authorities believe, based on subject matter
and language, that Job was a contemporary
to the patriarchs. Job fits into this period in
history chronologically.
Job was a wealthy man who loved God. At the
beginning of the book, God allows Satan to test
Job’s faithfulness. Job lost everything, and he
asked God why these things were happening.
God answered Job, and his response reveals
that God alone is all-powerful, sovereign, and
good.
“Have you ever in your life commanded the
morning or assigned the dawn its place?” (Job
38:12). God has. He is all-powerful. “Does the
eagle soar at your command?” (Job 39:27). It
does at God’s. He is sovereign. “Who provides
the raven’s food when its young cry out to
God?” (Job 38:41). God provides. He is good.
While the Book of Job speaks volumes to
the problem of human suffering, it is also an
important picture of how a suffering person
should relate to God. Throughout all of Job’s
suffering, Job never turned away from God.
Job didn’t understand his suffering, but he
understood who God is. Job’s suffering
ultimately brought him closer to God.
Job reminds us that following Jesus is worth it.
God is good, present, and in control. We can
trust him when we don’t understand the pain
we have to endure. At the cross, God used the
ultimate pain to bring about the ultimate good:
our future and final salvation from sin.

As you prepare to teach, pray that the Holy
Spirit would help the group understand God’s
truth. Point the individuals to the Suffering
Servant, Jesus, who was truly innocent yet
suffered greatly so that we could be brought
closer to God in both our suffering and our joy.

Memory Verse
Begin the lesson by reviewing the memory
verse for Unit 1. This is the last week with this
memory verse.

Colossians 1:16b-17

“Everything was created through him and
for him. He existed before anything else,
and he holds all creation together.”

Points of Emphasis
1. Job learned that God is good, even in
suffering.
2. God is our Creator and King.

Activity #1
Lead the group to begin working on the activity
sheet. Feel free to let the individuals continue
this while you teach the lesson.

Video
We’ve seen how God created the world
and everything in it, and we learned that
everything he made was created for his glory.
But when sin entered the world, it separated
people from God. Sin spread, but God had a
plan all along to rescue sinners. Today, we
will hear a story that happened around the
same time God scattered the people at the
tower of Babel and their families began to
grow. This story is found in the book of Job.
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Play the video for the lesson titled “The
Suffering of Job.”

Encourage the individuals to use the Velcro
pictures to write the verse.

Bible Lesson

Christ Connection

This story is not easy to hear. Sometimes
when I read it, I can’t help but feel that Job
was treated unfairly. In fact, that’s how Job
felt! He did not understand why so many sad
things were happening to him. Job loved and
trusted God, and he felt that there must have
been some kind of mistake. But God does
not make mistakes.

Job learned that God is all-powerful,
sovereign, and good. When we face suffering,
we can hope in God. God sent Jesus, the
only truly innocent One, to suffer and die so
that everyone who trusts in him can have
forgiveness and eternal life.

Job’s friends and even his wife thought that
Job must have done something very bad for
so many hard things to be happening to him.
They believed that God would only allow
suffering for people who did not love God. Job
thought that if he could just speak with God,
he could ask why he was suffering. When
God spoke to Job, it was not to answer Job’s
questions, but to ask Job many questions of
his own. Job could not answer any of God’s
questions. Job realized that he should trust
God even though he did not understand
what was happening to him. Job learned that
God is good, even in suffering. God showed
love by reminding Job who he is.
God is our Creator and King, and the world
he created is broken by sin. Sin has negative
effects on every part of creation. God is
right to punish sin. However, that doesn’t
mean that all suffering is God’s punishment
for sin. Sometimes scary, sad, or difficult
things happen. Even in the midst of those
times, we can trust that God is good and that
everything he does is for his glory and our
good. He does not want to leave creation
as it is, broken by sin. That’s why God sent
Jesus to save sinners. One day he will return
to fix the world.

Activity #2
Lead the group to work on the rest of the
activity sheet. Review the memory verse with
the individuals—this will be the last lesson
with Colossians 1:16b-17 as the memory verse.

Jesus lived without ever sinning. He went
through suffering too. Jesus died on the cross
to pay for our sin and rose again on the third
day to defeat sin and death. That means that
if we believe in Jesus, God will not punish us
for our sin. Jesus bore the punishment we
deserve. And even though we face suffering
in the world, we have hope in God. One day,
Jesus will return and fix the broken world,
removing all sin and suffering forever.
Play the Gospel Presentation video. Let the
individuals share their thoughts about the
video and ask any questions they might have.
Facilitate conversation as they discover the
Gospel and what it means for their lives.

Review Questions

(Optional: Watch the Questions from Kids, or
QFK, video as part of the discussion about
Job and suffering. Today’s episode asks why
God allows bad things to happen.)
Group A
Early Learner
Let the individuals point to the pictures
provided or draw to respond.
1. Point to who thought that Job only loved
God because of his blessings. Satan
2. Point to who Job asked about his
suffering. God
3. Point to who could not answer God’s
questions. Job
4. Point to who knew why Job was suffering.
God
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Group B
1. Who thought that Job only loved God
because of his blessings? Satan.
2. Did Job curse God when he faced
suffering? No.
3. What did Job’s friends think caused Job’s
suffering? They thought Job was being
punished for sin.
4. Was Job truly innocent of sin? Everyone
is born a sinner. Only Jesus is truly without
sin.
5. Is suffering a result of God punishing sin?
Lead the group to discuss the nature of sin
and how it has broken the world. Suffering
is not always a direct result of our own
sin. Those who trust in Jesus’ death and
resurrection will not face punishment for sin,
though our sin will still carry consequences
for us and others.
6. How is God good even when we face
suffering? God can use difficult times to
glorify himself. Jesus’ suffering purchased
our freedom from sin. Because we were
created to glorify him, his glory is our good.
Group C
1. What did Job learn about God and
himself? Job learned that God is good,
even in suffering. Job realized that he
cannot completely understand God or his
ways
2. How is God near to us in our suffering?
God shares his presence through his
Word, through the Holy Spirit, and through
fellow believers who offer comfort and
encouragement.

3. How have friends encouraged you in
a hard time? How can you encourage
others? Invite the individuals to share their
experiences. Remind them that God is
present and working for our good and joy,
even in times of trouble.
Group D
Advanced Learner
1. What did Job learn from his suffering?
Suffering is pain that is caused by injury,
illness, or loss. Job learned that God is
good, even in suffering. Job realized he
cannot completely understand God or his
ways.
2. What should we remember when we face
suffering? God is always in control. We can
trust him because of who he is.
3. Why do you think God allows bad things
to happen?
4. Can you think of a time God used
something difficult to bring about
something good?

Prayer
Father, thank you for your goodness. Help
us to trust you even when we face suffering.
Give us compassion for those who suffer.
Amen.
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