Gospel Project
Volume 1, Unit 1, Lesson 5: The Tower of Babel
Bible Passage: Genesis 11
Personal Preparation
Following the flood, God commanded Noah
in Genesis 9:1 to “Be fruitful and multiply and
fill the earth.” This command echoes the one
given to Adam and Eve in Genesis 1:28. God
intended the paradise of the garden to spread
into the whole world, but sinful people had
other desires.
Genesis 10 accounts for the nations that
spread out in the land after the flood (Gen.
10:32). The people moved east and settled
in a valley. This story continues the cycle of
distrust and disobedience to God. In Genesis
11:2, Scripture indicates that instead of filling
the earth as God commanded, the people
devised a plan to settle in one place and build
a city and a large tower into the sky.
Read Genesis 11:4. The people’s motive was
clear: “Let us make a name for ourselves.”
The people didn’t want to be scattered. They
didn’t believe that God would give them what
was good if they obeyed him. They sought to
obtain for themselves what they believed was
good.
The people tried to build a monument with
its top in the sky, but they succeeded only
in separating themselves from God and from
each other. God confused their language and
scattered them over the earth. They were
unable to finish building the city, so the city was
called Babel—which sounds like the Hebrew
word for “confused”—because there the Lord
confused the people’s language.
This week you have the opportunity to tell the
kids you teach about God’s better plan—his

plan not for people to reach up to him, but his
plan to reach down to people by sending his
Son, Jesus, to live the perfect life we couldn’t
live and die the death we don’t want to die.
Through Jesus, God brings together people
of every tongue, tribe, and nation; we are all
one in Christ. That is the gospel. Pray that the
individuals you teach would have open hearts
to receive it.

Memory Verse
Begin by reviewing the memory verse.

Colossians 1:16b-17

“Everything was created through him and
for him. He existed before anything else,
and he holds all creation together.”

Points of Emphasis
1. People tried to build a tower to glorify
themselves instead of God.
2. God is our Creator and King.

Activity #1
Let the class begin working on the activity
sheet. Allow the individuals to continue to
work on it as you teach the lesson.

Video
As we’ve seen, after God created the world,
it didn’t take long for people to choose sin
and throw the world into chaos! We learned
last week that when sin spread, God decided
to flood the earth to punish sin. But, because
God is merciful and loving, he chose to save
Noah and his family through the ark. This
week, we will learn about the continued
effects of sin after the flood. God wanted
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people to spread around the world and have
big families to bear his image and glorify him,
but they decided to do things differently. Our
story is called “The Tower of Babel.”
Play the video for the lesson titled “The Tower
of Babel.”

Bible Lesson
If you remember, one of the first commands
God gave people—besides the command
about not eating the fruit from the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil—was a
command to have lots of kids and fill the
earth. God repeated that command to Noah’s
family when they got off the ark. But before
long, the people decided they knew better
than God.
At first, it probably doesn’t seem like that
big a deal for people to say, “Hey, this spot
is pretty nice. Let’s just stay here!” But that
attitude was directly the opposite of what
God told them to do! They even decided to
build a tall tower specifically to avoid being
spread across the earth. The Bible tells us
they wanted to make a name for themselves,
which is another way of saying they wanted
to make themselves look strong, powerful,
and good. They wanted to be famous! The
problem wasn’t necessarily that they wanted
a tower; it’s that the people tried to build a
tower to glorify themselves instead of God.
We’ve discussed that God is our Creator and
King. That means that only God deserves
glory. It means that we owe him our praise
and obedience. He knows what is best and
always does what is good.

Activity #2
Complete the second page of the activity
sheet. Review the memory verse again, and
allow the individuals to write the verse using
the Velcro pictures.

Christ Connection
People chose to give glory to themselves
instead of God. They ignored God’s plan, so
God confused their language and scattered
the people all over the earth. One day, Jesus
will gather together all of God’s people—
people from every tribe and people who
speak all kinds of languages—and they will
worship him together.
So does that mean it’s a sin to build tall towers
or to be famous? Not always, but if you desire
to do things to bring yourself glory instead of
giving glory to God, then you are missing out
on the wonderful purpose God has for you.
God created us to love and glorify him. But
we need help! Each of us is born with sin and
cannot glorify God on our own. That’s why
God sent Jesus to save us!

Review Questions

(Optional: Watch the Questions from Kids
(QFK) video to continue the discussion on the
Tower of Babel. Today’s episode discusses
pride and who we are trying to glorify with our
work.)
Group A
Early Learner
Let the individuals point to the pictures
provided or draw to respond.
1. Point to what the people tried to build to
make themselves famous. Tower
2. Point to who got the glory from the tower.
People
3. Point to who created different languages.
God
Group B
1. What had God asked Noah’s family to
do after they got off the ark? Multiply in
number and spread out on the earth.
2. What did people do instead? Settle in a
valley to build a tall tower.
3. Why did they want to build a tower? To
make a name for themselves and bring
themselves glory.
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4. How did God stop them and force them to
spread around the world? God confused
their language.
5. God always does what is good and right.
Can you think of reasons it was good
and right for God to confuse the people’s
languages and stop their building
project? Our purpose as people who bear
God’s image is to glorify him and spread
his glory through the earth. By scattering
the people, God was helping them obey
his perfect command.
6. Why is it bad to seek glory for yourself?
Seeking glory for ourselves is a result of
pride and the belief that we are better than
others, or even better than God. Only God
deserves glory because he is our Creator
and King.
7. How can you give God glory instead of
seeking glory for yourself? When we work
hard and point others to God, it shows that
we trust him and know that he has given
us life and the talents and skills we need.
When we succeed, we praise God to show
others that he is glorious and helps us
succeed.

Group C
1. Why did God stop the people from building
the tower? God was not threatened by
the people, but he cared about them and
confused their language to slow their evil
actions.
2. What are some ways people today might
try to make a name for themselves? Is
there anything wrong with wanting to be
famous? Prompt individuals to consider
athletes, musicians, and so on. Point out
that pride is seeking to put yourself before
others or before God.
3. Why does God deserve all glory and
honor? God is our Creator and King.
Group D
Advanced Learner
1. Why did people build a tall tower? They
wanted to bring glory to themselves.
2. How did God keep people from stopping
his plan? He confused their language.
3. Is it ever okay to be proud of something
you’ve accomplished?
4. What are some ways we try to glorify
ourselves today, instead of giving God
the glory?

Prayer
Lord God, we confess that like the people
who built the tower of Babel, we desire glory
for ourselves. We seek our own fame, though
you alone deserve all honor and glory.
Forgive us, and show us the joy that comes
in living for you instead of for ourselves. We
love you! Amen.
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