Gospel Project
Volume 1, Unit 1, Lesson 4: Noah and the Ark
Bible Passage: Genesis 6-9
Personal Preparation
Adam and Eve left the garden to start a life
out in the world. Despite the grief of their sins,
imagine their joy as their family grew. With
each birth, maybe Eve hoped this son would
be the one to end the curse of sin, to crush
the head of the snake (Gen. 3:15). But Adam
and Eve witnessed sin’s effects on their own
children: Cain murdered Abel. Cain was not
the Promised One, and neither was Abel.
Some time later, Eve gave birth to another son,
Seth. Seth lived 912 years. He saw the earth’s
population grow as God sustained generation
after generation. Less than 20 years after his
death, Seth’s sixth-great-grandson, Noah, was
born.
By this time—10 generations after Adam—
people had stopped following God. Scripture
describes a deplorable situation: “Human
wickedness was widespread on the earth .
. . every inclination of the human mind was
nothing but evil all the time” (Gen. 6:5).
God decided to send a flood to cleanse the
earth. He was right to punish this sin. The
waters would cover the earth and destroy
everything. God graciously chose to save one
man and his family, so he warned Noah about
the flood and told him to build an ark.
Noah believed God’s warning about the
coming judgement. He obediently worked to
build the ark. But the work took years, and
Noah likely faced ridicule from his friends and
neighbors. Was Noah crazy, building a boat
where there was no water?

Finally, God’s judgment came. Floodwaters
covered the earth. Every living thing was
destroyed, but Noah and his family were safe
inside the ark. God rescued Noah’s family—the
family his own Son would be born into. Jesus
would warn of God’s coming judgment too, but
instead of condemning the world, Jesus would
give up his life to rescue sinners.
Thank God for his mercy in sparing Noah and
ultimately sending Jesus to rescue us from
our sin. Praise God for his righteousness and
justice, and thank him for the grace he has
shown us.

Memory Verse
Begin by reviewing the memory verse.

Colossians 1:16b-17

“Everything was created through him and
for him. He existed before anything else,
and he holds all creation together.”

Points of Emphasis
1. God punished sin but chose to rescue
Noah and his family.
2. God is our Creator and King.

Activity #1
Let the individuals begin working on the first
page of the activity sheet. Feel free to let them
continue working on this as you teach the
lesson.

Video
We started at the beginning, when God
created the world and people. The first two
people were Adam and Eve, but they chose

1.1.4
to sin against God. They did not trust and
obey him. Adam and Eve broke God’s law,
and their sin separated them from God.
Adam and Eve were cast out from the garden
to start a life out in the world, but God did
not leave them without hope. God promised
a Rescuer would come from Eve’s family.
So when Adam and Eve had children, they
probably wondered if any of them were the
Rescuer. But none was. As their family grew,
sin spread.
Today’s Bible story describes a family who
lived ten generations after Adam. By this
time, people had stopped following God.
What did God do about this? Listen to this
Bible story to find out.
Play the video titled “Noah and the Ark.”

Bible Lesson
When I read this story, sometimes I feel pretty
confused. It’s hard to learn that God used a
flood to destroy creatures. But it helps when
I remember what we learned last week. Sin
does not glorify God, and God is right to
punish sin. The amazing thing is that even
while angry about sin, God still showed his
love for people. God punished sin but chose
to rescue Noah and his family. God did not
have to save Noah, but he loves people and
wanted to show mercy.
The Bible describes Noah as righteous. A
righteous person is someone who has faith
and chooses to obey God. It’s important to
remember that Noah was not perfect. He
was a sinner just like you and me. Noah
understood that God is our Creator and
King. Noah believed that when God said
something, it was the truth. So when God
warned Noah about the flood and instructed
him to build an ark, Noah obeyed.
Noah, his family, and the animals God
brought to Noah lived on the ark for over
a year! Eventually the rain stopped, and
then the water finally dried up. Noah and

his family and all the animals left the ark.
Noah made an altar and sacrificed an animal
to worship God and give thanks to Him for
saving them. Then God promised that he
would never again flood the whole earth.
God put a rainbow in the sky as a reminder
of his promise.

Activity #2
Let the group work on the second side of the
activity sheet. Review the memory verse and
encourage the individuals to put the verse
together using the Velcro pictures.

Christ Connection
God rescued Noah and his family from the
flood. People continued to sin, but God did
not want to destroy people; he wanted to
rescue them! The story of Noah points ahead
to a greater rescue. God’s Son, Jesus—the
only perfectly righteous One—came to take
the punishment for our sin. By trusting in
him, we are saved from the punishment our
sin deserves.

Review Questions

(Optional: Play the Questions from Kids, or QFK,
video as part of your discussion surrounding
Noah and the Ark. Today’s episode asks why
God needs to punish sin. Why can’t he just
forgive us?)
Group A
Early Learner
Let the individuals point to the pictures
provided or draw to respond.
1. Point to what God sent to the earth as a
punishment for sin. Flood
2. Point to what Noah built. Ark
3. Point to who God chose to save from the
flood. Noah, his family, and all kinds of
animals
4. Point to what God put in the sky to remind
Noah of his promise to never flood the
earth again. Rainbow
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Group B
1. Why did God flood the earth? Sin had
spread and everyone was completely evil.
2. Whom did God choose to save? Noah, his
family, and all kinds of animals
3. What did God do to remind Noah of His
promise to never flood the earth again?
He placed a rainbow in the sky.
4. Why is it good for God to punish sin? God
is holy and perfect. If God did not punish sin,
it would mean that he doesn’t want what is
best for us. God punishes sin because sin
dishonors him, and he created the world to
glorify him.
5. The flood did not end sin forever. What
has been God’s plan to end sin all along?
Jesus’ death, resurrection, and promised
return are all part of God’s ultimate plan
to deal with sin. The story of Noah points
us to Jesus, as God chose to save people
although he did not have to.
6. Why does God save people when he does
not have to? God is just and will not let sin
go unpunished, but he is also merciful and
gracious. He loves people even though
they don’t deserve it. God saves because
he is love.

Group C
1. Why do you think God punished sin? God’s
anger toward sin and punishment of sin is
a right reaction to evil and wickedness. To
sin is to turn against God.
2. Where do you see God’s mercy in this
Bible story? Where do you see God’s
mercy today? The word mercy means
“kindness or forgiveness when punishment
is deserved.” Noah trusted God, but he was
still a sinner who needed mercy.
Group D
Advanced Learner
1. How did God provide the payment for sin?
God showed mercy to Noah and his family.
2. How did God provide the payment for sin?
3. Why does God have to punish sin? How is
God both loving and just?

Prayer
Father God, thank you for sending a Rescuer!
We deserve to die for our sin, but you loved
us and sent your Son. Thank you for your
grace. Help us to trust you and obey you, for
your glory. Amen.
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