
Bible Passage: Genesis 1-2

Personal Preparation

On the sixth day of creation, God created man 
in his own image. God formed the man out of 
dust from the ground and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life, and the man became 
a living creature (Gen. 2:7).  Man was set apart 
as different from the rest of God’s creation. 
God skillfully formed man out of dust as a 
potter forms a pot out of clay (Isa. 64:8). He 
put his own breath into man.

God sustained and provided for the man. He 
planted a garden in Eden and put the man 
there to work it and keep it (Gen. 2:8,15). Then 
God gave the man a command. God told 
the man, “You must not eat from the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil.” Then God 
explained the consequences, “For on the day 
you eat from it, you will certainly die” (Gen. 
2:17). 

Then God made woman from the man’s rib. 
She was a suitable helper for man. Both man 
and woman were created in God’s image. The 
first man, Adam, and the first woman, Eve, lived 
in the garden and enjoyed God’s friendship.

As you teach this week, help your group 
understand what it means to be made in the 
image of God. It means we are made like him, 
or patterned after him. God does not have a 
physical body; he is spirit, and he has given 
each of us a spirit. God gives people the ability 
to think, feel emotions, and make choices. He 
gives us the ability to understand right and 
wrong. 

God created people to know and love him. 
We know that Adam and Eve’s disobedience 

brought sin into the world. For that reason, God 
sent his Son, Jesus— “the image of the invisible 
God” (Col. 1:15) and “the exact expression of 
his nature” (Heb. 1:3). Jesus became fully man, 
acting as the second Adam, to bring life to 
those who are in him (1 Cor. 15:45-49). 

Take time to thank God for creating you and 
each member of your group in his image. Praise 
him for the way that he loves us. Thank God 
for the unique way his image is shown through 
all people. Pray that your group would know 
God’s intention and love in creating them.

Memory Verse

Begin class by reviewing the memory verse for 
this unit.

Colossians 1:16b-17
“Everything was created through him and 
for him. He existed before anything else, 
and he holds all creation together.”

Points of Emphasis

1. God created people in his own image, and 
he loves us.

2. God is our Creator and King.

Activity #1

Lead the individuals to begin working on the 
first page of the activity sheet. Feel free to let 
them continue as you teach the lesson.

Video

Last week, we heard the very first story in the 
whole Bible. We learned that God created the 
world. He created light, he created water and 
land, he created all the stars in the sky, and 
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he even created all the plants and animals 
in the oceans and on land. That’s where we 
stopped last week, but God created two more 
things before he stopped creating. Does 
anyone know what—or who—God created 
next? We’ll soon find out. Today’s story is 
called “God Created People.”

Show the video lesson titled “God Created 
People.”

Bible Lesson

Wow! I love hearing this story. Did you notice 
the difference between how God created 
humans and how he created everything else? 
[Allow responses.] When God created light, 
the sea, land, plants, stars, and animals, 
God spoke and those things began to exist. 
With humans, God did things differently. The 
Bible tells us God formed Adam from dust 
and created Eve using a rib from Adam. God 
created people in his own image, and he 
loves us.

But what exactly does it mean to be made in 
God’s image? Does it mean we all look just 
like God? [Allow responses.] Being made in 
God’s image is not really about how we look; 
it is about who we are and what God created 
us to do.

When we say that God created us in his image, 
it means that we have many similar qualities 
to God and that he made us to be like him in 
some ways. God gave us the ability to think 
and to feel emotions. He gave us creativity 
so that we can express ourselves through 
art and music. These are characteristics 
that make us very different from the rest of 
creation. God gave us these qualities so that 
we could glorify him in unique ways. We can 
use our intelligence, emotions, and creativity 
to think about, love, and worship God. That’s 
what God made us do!

God created both Adam and Eve in his image. 
That means that men and women, while 
different, are both valuable and loved by 
God. Being made in God’s image also means 

we are called to obey him. We are called to 
be his representatives in the world and to 
follow his plan. God had a special, loving 
relationship with people—just like a father 
loves his children. God made all people with 
a purpose: to know and love him. He wants 
us to trust him and obey him.

Activity #2

Lead the class to work on the second page of 
the activity sheet. Review the memory verse 
and encourage the individuals to put the verse 
together using the Velcro pictures.

Christ Connection

God created people in his own image and 
provides for everything he made. God gave 
Adam and Eve a garden to live in and food to 
eat. People are special because God made 
people to live forever in a relationship with 
him. Through his Son, Jesus, we can have 
eternal life with God just as he planned.

Review Questions
(Optional: Play the Questions from Kids, or 
QFK, video as part of your discussion on the 
creation of people. Today’s episode discusses 
loving others who are different from us.)

Group A
Early Learner
Let the individuals point to the pictures 
provided or draw to respond.
1. Point to who God created first. Adam
2. Point to who God created next. Eve
3. Point to whose image people were 

created in. God

Group B
1. How are people different from the rest 

of creation? People are created in God’s 
image.

2. How did God create Adam? He formed 
dust and breathed life into it.

3. How did God create Eve? He put Adam to 
sleep and formed Eve from one of Adam’s 
ribs.
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4. What does it mean to be created in the 
image of God? God made us to love him 
and be loved by him. We share some traits 
with God, like creativity and intelligence. 
We glorify God by living for him.

5. Since everyone is made in God’s image, 
how should we treat one another? 
Although people are born in different 
shapes and sizes and with different skin 
tones, we are all equal before God. He 
values all of us and loves each of us. 
Because God loves everyone, we should 
treat everyone with compassion, kindness, 
and godly love.

6. If God created us to love him and be 
loved by him, how can we do that? We 
can have a relationship with God through 
Jesus. Help the group understand the 
importance of reading God’s Word to know 
more about him, and the role of prayer in 
communicating with him.

Group C
1. What does it mean to be created in the 

image of God? Being created in the image 
of God involves who we are and what we 
are called to do. God created us to be like 
Him in many ways: we can think, feel, create, 
and make decisions; we can be loving and 
truthful. Being made in God’s image also 
means we are called to obey Him. We are 
called to be His representatives in the 
world.

2. How does being created in God’s image 
affect how we treat one another? Every 
person is made in God’s image, every 
person is valuable. We should show 
compassion to one another. God values all 
of us and loves each of us.

3. God created us to know and love him. 
How can we get to know God if we 
cannot see him? God reveals Himself to us 
through his Word, the Bible, and the world 
he has created.

Group D
Advanced Learner
1. What does this story teach us about 

ourselves? God created people in his own 
image, and he loves us.

2. Why did God make people? God had a 
special, loving relationship with people—
like a father loves his children. God made 
all people with a purpose: to know and love 
him. He wants us to trust him and obey him.

3. How should we treat people who are 
different?

4. How can you show God’s love to someone 
who’s different than you?

Prayer

Lord God, you are our Creator and King. 
You made us in a special way—in your own 
image—and you love us. Help us to know you 
and love you, just as you created us to do. 
Thank you for your Word that helps us know 
what is true. Amen.
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